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Florida Yards and Neighborhoods: 
The First Line of Defense

It may surprise you to know that your yard is the 
first line of defense for Florida's fragile environment. 
 The health of Florida's estuaries, rivers, lakes and 
aquifers depends in part on how you landscape and 
maintain your yard.  And you don't even have to live 
on the water to make a difference.

Storm-water runoff is the reason.  Rain falls on 
yards, roads and parking lots, then washes into 
tributaries and the lagoon, carrying pollutants like 
fertilizers, pesticides, soil and petroleum products.  
Scientists have discovered that fertilizers and 
pesticides from residential areas are serious threats to 
the health of Florida's waters.  When runoff contains 
nitrogen from fertilizers, algae can become so 
abundant that sea grasses are smothered, oxygen is 
depleted and fish kills may result.  In some freshwater 
environments phosphorus is often the nutrient 
responsible for algae blooms.  Toxic substances, such 
as common landscape and household pesticides, can 
damage reproduction in marine life.

But all is not gloom and doom.  A new ethic is 
emerging among concerned Florida homeowners who 
seek to redefine the image of home and landscape.  

The idea is to cooperate with local, natural 
conditions, rather than to battle the elements.

Figure 1. 

Figure 2. 




